general definition exists, but rather than propose a new singular definition of information infrastructure, this special issue of Computer Supported Cooperative Work explores different aspects of infrastructures for health care. The four articles highlight how new infrastructures-socio-technical assemblages-simultaneously connect existing practices, influence and change these practices, and create entirely new practices in health care work. Drawing on their own empirical research as well as a review of recent research, Pollock and Williams deal with theoretical and research methodological shortcomings of many infrastructural studies and argue for theoretically informed, multi-site and longitudinal studies. Ellingsen and Røed develop an ANT approach in analyzing an empirical study of the complexity of establishing and sustaining integration between different information infrastructures. Piras and Zanutto focus on personal health records and the cooperative work they are intended to support to reflect upon the necessity of new infrastructures required to connect not only professional settings but also the home environment. Finally, based on an empirical study of medication practices Bossen and Markussen propose the concept of 'ordering devices', which order information, stipulate action, and coordinate interaction across and within social worlds, and achieve this through the flexible support of different kinds of ordering.
Earlier versions of these articles were presented at the second international workshop on Infrastructures for Health Care at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark in June 2009. The purpose of these workshops is to further discussions on current issues and trends related to the integration and coordination of health care practices across institutional, organizational, and professional boundaries. They attract researchers, health care professionals, IT professionals, administrators, and others engaged in the development of infrastructures and new, integrated applications and services for health care.
Thanks to all the reviewers who assured the quality of this Special Issue:
